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JACL Commends Jefferson County Commissioners on Decision to Rename “Jap Road”

Commissioners vote 4-1 and ask road’s residents for suggestions of new name

 

(San Francisco, CA)  After several hours of discussion and testimony presented by advocates on both sides of the issue, the Jefferson County, Texas Commissioners Court voted 4-1 yesterday afternoon to rename “Jap Road”, a county street that was originally named to honor the contributions of a local farmer, Yasuo Mayumi who lived on the road in the early 1900s.  After the vote, County Judge Carl R. Griffith, Jr. appointed two residents of the road to head a committee to present a suitable new name to the Commissioners Court by July 29.
 

The Japanese American Citizens League (JACL), the nation’s oldest and largest Asian Pacific American civil rights organization celebrating our 75th anniversary this year, commends the Commissioners for their courageous vote and thanks them for their open-mindedness and sensitivity in deciding to remove the slur and heal the hurt caused by the name of the road.
 

“In Jefferson County, this was an extremely controversial issue which is why we are especially grateful to the Commissioners Court for understanding that while history and tradition should be valued, they cannot be allowed to stand in the way of change where those traditions are hurtful,” commented George Hirasaki, President of the JACL Houston Chapter.  “Yesterday’s vote dignified the honorable intent of the original namers of the road, and it reflected well on the county.”
 
“So many people really put hearts into making this change happen -- local residents who have waged this campaign for decades, coalition partners who felt the pain of the Japanese American community and got involved, and certainly the Commissioners themselves who made a difficult vote,” added John Tateishi, JACL National Executive Director. “This is a wonderful outcome for all of us.  We also hope that when the good people of Orange County, Texas hear this decision they will understand why ‘Jap Road’ had to go – and then do the same with ‘Jap Lane’.” 
 

The effort to rename “Jap Road” began in the mid-1970s and was reinvigorated in early 1990s when then-Beaumont resident and JACL member Sandra Tanamachi saw the road and decided that she as a teacher could not continue to educate her students about doing the right thing while remaining silent about the road name.  Along with Tom Kuwahara and with support from the JACL Houston chapter and a coalition of civil rights organizations, they brought the issue to national prominence, culminating in the historic hearing yesterday.
 

“I’m so pleased,” commented Sandra Tanamachi.  “The people of Jefferson County have been very good to me and my family.  I knew that once they understood why the name was so hurtful that they would do the right thing.”
 

The JACL also wishes to express its gratitude to the thousands of people who supported the name change by signing the petitions -- circulated both online and locally – which were presented to the Commissioners Court during the hearing.  We are hopeful that the Orange County Commissioners will recognize the reasons for the Jefferson County decision and decide to rename “Jap Lane” in the Orangefield-Vidor, Texas area.
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For more information about the Japanese American Citizens League, please visit www.jacl.org.  To join or donate to JACL, please contact our national office at (415) 921-5225/email: mbr@jacl.org 
 

To subscribe to this automated listserv, please email JACL_action_alerts-subscribe@yahoogroups.com  To unsubcribe, please send an email directly to: 
JACL_action_alerts-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com 
 

This account is for posting messages only.  Please direct all inquiries to the JACL DC Office at dc@jacl.org or to the national headquarters at jacl@jacl.org. Thank you.
